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Lecture 12: Point symbol and flow 
maps 



Point data

ÅCan be mapped using a point symbol
ÅPictorial

ÅGlyph

ÅGeometric symbol

ÅDot

ÅWhen data are point pairs, can use Flow map
ÅArrows

ÅLine width

ÅStraight line vs curve or great circle







GE Point marker



Point symbol overlap



Spider points



Google Maps API Point Counts



Bobble symbols in GE



Complex glyphs



GE Glyph



Glyphs and complexity



Basic prop symbols: Classified vs. Continuous
Perceptual: Flannery (1971)



Point symbols in Tableau





Scaling/Legend









Visual hierarchy

Contrast
Fill
Overlap
Outline color/style







Student maps



Multiple variables

Indiemaps



Legend style



Winds using point symbols



Non-contiguous cartogram



Flow maps: Point pairs

Origin

Destination

Flow (one/two way) and symbol



Flow representation



True path flow map



Shipping lanes



Potential Sea Routes: 2011 and 2035



Social media flows



Curved arrows: 2 ways flows



Trajectories


